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Paul Etheridge – Head of Motorcycle Engineering at Ricardo
Paul joined Ricardo in 1978, becoming Head of Motorcycle Engi-
neering in November 2012. Having his first motorcycle at the age 
of 10, he has owned more than 60 different road bikes over the 
years, rebuilding and repairing many of them along the way. With in 
excess of 25 years experience in the motorcycle industry, Paul has 
gained an expertise in the development of many differing motorcy-
cle engines, leading multiple motorcycle engineering programmes 
through his career. He was also a member of the World Super Bike 
team between 2004 and 2006.
 
Prof. Dr. Angelo Onorati – Politecnico di Milano – Department 
of Energy, Fluid Machines Division
Professor at the Department of Energy of Politecnico di Milano. 
Since 2004, he has been a member of SAE (Society of Automotive 
Engineers) and in the editorial board of the International Journal 
of Engine Research. In April 2011 he received the Lloyd L. Withrow  
distinguished speaker SAE award. Currently he coordinates the 
activities of the Internal Combustion Engine Group at Politecnico 
di Milano, working in the field of internal combustion engine CFD 
modeling and simulation. During the last decade he has carried 
out industrial research projects with MV Agusta, Piaggio, Aprilia and 
Husqvarna.

Geoff Liersch – Head of two-wheeler Business at BOSCH
Geoff started his working career with Siemens VDO Automotive in 
Melbourne, Australia, and in 2005 he joined Bosch Australia in the 
Body Electronic group. After various positions worldwide in the 
body electronic area he is now responsible for the new organisa-
tion which consolidate and coordinate all two-wheelers activities 
within BOSCH. He‘s located at BOSCH Corporation Japan. Geoff 
also assumed a director’s position on the board of the Society of 
Automotive Engineers. As he grew up on a farm in Australia his first 
bike was given to him at an age of only 4 years and he‘s still a keen 
motorcycle rider.

Scientific Board



The day before EICMA 2014 opens, on Monday 3rd November 2014, the Ricardo 
Motorcycle Conference will take place and will bring together global motorcycle 
industry experts in Milan.

The conference will pick up on a number of topics relating to the current trends and 
needs of the motorcycle world, including the challenges, directions and trends of our 
future two-wheelers, future emissions legislation, the latest developments of rider assi-
stance systems and will allow everybody to develop his personal network in a smaller 
and more intimate surrounding. 

The conference will take place at the Museo Nazionale della Scienza e della Tecnologia 
Leonardo da Vinci, in Sala del Cenacolo – an impressive old hall.

In addition, we will host a evening event event at the restaurant of Deus ex machina, 
located in an area which can be called Milan’s heart for motorcycles. You will have the 
possibility to expand your network of like minded people and make valuable global 
motorcycle industry contacts.  We are delighted to have Kenny Roberts Senior – three 
time 500cc world champion, race team manager and owner – as our guest during 
the evening event.

I look forward to welcoming you to the conference.

On behalf of the scientific board  
Paul Etheridge

www.motorcycleconference.com

Welcome!
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Programme
Registration
Reception with coffee and tea

Welcome and Opening 
Ricardo Deutschland GmbH – Dr. Robert Hentschel, Managing Director

Keynote speech

Market Drivers
Moderator: Prof. Dr. Angelo Onorati

Rising Middle Segment – Global Growth Opportunities for the Motorcycle 
Industry
Ricardo Strategic Consulting – Dr. Philipp Seidel, Simon Schnurrer, Christoph Heuser 

Motorcycle Powertrains for Today and Tomorrow – Technology for Emotions 
BMW AG – Dr. Franz-Josef Wetzel

Lunch

Future Powertrain Technologies
Moderator: Paul Etheridge

Innovative System Solutions and Engine Management Functions for the 
Growing Two-Wheeler Market
Robert Bosch GmbH, Gasoline Systems – Henning Heikes, Dr.-Ing. Roger Busch, 
Hauke Rösch, Christian Steinbrecher, Wolfgang Fischer

Riding Experience Enhancement through Engine and Driveline Dynamics 
Optimization  
Piaggio & C. S.p.a. – Paolo Nesti, Stefano Di Palma, Samuele Rovai, Giacomo Freschi
Leonardo Engineers for Integration – Pietro Bianchi

The Simulation of Motorcycle IC Engines by 3D CFD Models
Politecnico di Milano – Gianluca D’Errico, Gianluca Montenegro, Tommaso 
Lucchini, Frederico Piscaglia, Tarcisio Cerri, Prof. Dr. Angelo Onorati

Improving Motorcycle Powertrain Efficiency by the Application of 
Technology Developed in the Automotive Sector
Ricardo Deutschland GmbH – Franz Berndt, Günther Priwitzer

09:00

10:30

10:40

11:00

11:30

12:00

13:00

13:30

14:00

14:30
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15:00

15:30

16:00

16:30

17:00

17:30

19:30

Coffee Break

Future Vehicle Technologies
Moderator: Geoff Liersch

Motorcycle Stability Control
KTM AG – Gerald Matschl

Motorcycle Vehicle Dynamics: Ten Years of Applied Research to Face the 
Rising Market Challenges
Soluzioni Ingegneria – Marco Ezio Pezzola, Elisabetta Leo
Politecnico di Milano – Prof. Frederico Cheli

Urban Mobility – Three-Wheeler Experience 
EXNOVO S.r.l. – Massimo Lotti

The Development of an Integrated Motorcycle Airbag System: The 
Collaboration Ducati – Dainese for Multistrada 1200 D-Air 
Ducati Motor Holding S.p.A. – Pierluigi Zampieri

Closing remarks
Ricardo Deutschland GmbH – Dr. Robert Hentschel, Managing Director

Guided tour through the National Museum of Science and Technology 
Leonardo da Vinci

Transfer to Deus ex machina

Dinner and Evening Event
VIP Guest: Kenny Roberts Senior – three-time 500cc world champion, race team 
manager and owner



About the Conference
Each year in November motorcycle developers from all over the globe travel to Milan 
to take part in EICMA, the worlds largest motorcycle exhibition. Ricardo is a contributor 
to the motorcycle industry all over the world. We have searched for a conference with 
a clear focus on motorcycle development – without success. Between the bike ent-
husiastic Ricardo colleagues the idea was born to bring together global engineering 
capabilities. Quickly we found the clear message: It‘s about connecting like minded 
people all over the world – not to organise a selling event! During our one day confe-
rence we want to talk about challenges, directions and trends of future two-wheelers, 
learn about local legislative restrictions and allow everybody to develop the personal 
network in a smaller and more intimate surrounding.

About Ricardo
Ricardo has had a long association with motorcycle engineering, dating back to 
the 1920s. Examples are Triumph (4 valves cylinder head in 1921), Harley Davidson 
(combustion system in 1934) and Vauxhall (complete motorcycle in 1922). The Ricardo 
motorcycle group was formalised in 1992 to provide a dedicated technical resource 
and to grow the business (at this time based in Great Britain). Between 1992 and 
2006, Ricardo completed more than 150 motorcycle projects for 40 different clients in 
engine, transmission, driveline, vehicle and control and electronics. The Centre of Com-
petence for motorcycle engineering nowadays is located at Schwaebisch Gmuend in 
the South of Germany. From here a dedicated team is now organising the first Ricardo 
Motorcycle Conference at Milan.

Registration fee
€ 490,- plus VAT

This price includes the conference documentation, coffee breaks, lunch and evening 
event.
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Event



Venue
Museo Nazionale della  Scienza e 
della Technologia Leonardo da Vinci
Via San Vittore 21
20123 Milan, Italy

Deus Café
Via Thaon di Revel 3
20159 Milan, Italy

Please send the registration form by 
E-mail, fax or post to:
Ricardo Deutschland GmbH
Elena Peev
Gueglingstr. 66
73529 Schwaebisch Gmuend
Germany

Phone: +49 7171 9821 500
Fax: +49 7171 9821 640
E-mail: motorcycleconference@ricardo.com
www.motorcycleconference.com

No cancellation charge is due if registration is 
cancelled by 3rd October 2014. Cancellations 
made after that date will incur a charge of 
50 % of the registration fee. For cancella-
tions made after 17th October 2014 the full 
registration fee is payable. Cancellations 
have to be made in written form. The date 
of the postmark will determine whether the 
deadline has been met. We will gladly accept 
a replacement delegate at no extra charge.

Should a speaker be unable to attend at short 
notice by reason of force majeure, illness, 
accident or other circumstances for which 
Ricardo Deutschland GmbH cannot be held 
responsible, another qualified person will be 
appointed to the exclusion of any claim for 
compensation. Should the event be cancelled 
altogether, we will of course refund the regis-
tration fee.

No conference documentation may be 
reproduced or transferred to third parties wi-
thout the express written consent of Ricardo 
Deutschland GmbH. Photographing the pre-
sentation slides and taking audio and video 
recordings of the event are not permitted.

Data Protection
Please be aware that your personal data will 
be collected, stored and processed for further 
internal processing, as well as for advertising 
purposes, according to the legal provisions of 
the German Data Protection Act (BDSG). We will 
not disclose your personal data to third parties, 
unless this is necessary to provide the service or 
to carry out the contract.

You can disagree with the data collection, sto-
rage and processing at any time by contacting 
motorcycleconference@ricardo.com.

Conditions



Registration
3rd November 2014, Milan

Title:

Name:

Company/Institute:

Department:

Function:

Street/P. O. Box:

Postal code/City:

Country:

Phone:

Mobile:

E-Mail:

Invoice Address (if different from above address):

I hereby confirm my participation in the Ricardo Motorcycle Conference on 
3rd November 2014 in Milan. I accept the conditions and the attendance fee 
of € 490.- plus VAT.

Fax:

Date Signature


