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75 11/10/2017 12/10/2017 

Can you clarify answers to the questions 

below: 

 

• It isn’t clear what you are trying to 

understand with the spreadsheet (it also 

isn’t clear in the text of the application 

form).  

• The spreadsheet doesn’t really seem to 

allow for multiple partners/ stations, etc. as 

it implies we should do a single cashflow 

covering all vehicles and all stations in the  

project, independent of the different 

revenue streams, funding levels and status 

of the different stations. Is this right? In this 

case, we can do this no problem, but I am 

not sure of the value of the results as they 

are then blended cashflows across a wide 

range of partners and also don’t take 

account of historic investments in e.g. the 

pre-existing assets within the network. If 

this is the preferred way forward it doesn’t 

impose any great constraints on us and we 

The issues you have outlined can be dealt with adequately in the Template we sent out.  But please 

remember that due to late issue of the template, it has been made optional – no application will be 

deemed ineligible if the template is not used.  All projects applying for the scheme are expected to 

have had a detailed breakdown of project cash-flow since the very inception of the project - which 

would be perfectly acceptable now that the template is not a requirement. 

 

On the other hand, you could address your concerns, as follows: 

 

• Vehicles being purchased outright should go into the Capital/ investment (2) Vehicle procurement 

cost rows, with explanations in the spaces.  Where you are leasing hydrogen cars from another 

company, according to the HTP rules these costs are allowed to be capital/ investment costs during the 

project grant period (see FAQ65).  These costs can therefore go into the Capital/ investment costs (2) 

Vehicle procurement cost row too.  However, they will need to move into the operations cost from the 

end of the project onwards – lease costs are only eligible for grant funding for the duration of the 

project. 

• You are right that simplifying everything into one spreadsheet only enables the OLEV team to review 

the net cash flow position for the entire project, which does not show the profits (or losses) different 

partners are making, but the intention of the OLEV programme is to evaluate the full package.  In fact, 

we will ultimately make a decision on bids according to the portfolio of projects; which projects will 

complement each other to best meet scheme aims and provide value for money. 

 

Given the limited time we would encourage you to fill out the Template as best as you can, and if you 



Last updated: 12/10/17 

2 
 

FAQ 

ID 

Date 

submitted 

FAQ 

Update 
Question Response 

do our best to submit a clear single sheet. 

• However, the other option is to split this 

into many different cashflows, but as I am 

not sure what information you are  looking 

to understand from the sheets (i.e. whose 

cashflows do we care about), it is hard to 

see what splits would be useful to you. Any 

clarification on the information you want 

here would be very helpful. 

want to attach additional breakdowns as a separate Appendix or EXCEL file explaining how everything is 

broken down.  

 

The project team will be looking for a compelling proposition, applying for an appropriate grant amount 

that meets the HTP objectives.  If, during the evaluation we have any questions on commercials we will 

be in contact, before DfT makes its final decision. 

74 06/10/2017 12/10/2017 

I have a question on one of the 

Appendices.  You have an Appendix on 

“Quotes”   What do you want submitted 

here? 

Appendix 10 is referred to in the application form under question 3.1 Project Budget and the guidance 

referring to this states: 

• Against each budget line (or at least for the total project cost) provide evidence of the numbers, e.g. 

from actual quotes etc. Where relevant these quotes can be attached as Appendix 10. 

We would expect any quotes received to be included as appendix 10. 

73 04/10/2017 04/10/2017 

I am completing the application form and 

the budget section references an Excel 

spreadsheet which is not available from the 

website. Could you provide the template 

please? 

We are in the process of having this published to website and will inform all stakeholders as soon as it 

has been done. 

72 03/10/2017 04/10/2017 

What are you looking for in terms of 

Appendix 1 - Compliance evidence for 

safety and security regulations? 

This will include evidence/ confirmation and/or assurance of compliance with UK safety and security 

regulations.  This may include inspection certificates and/or evidence of knowledge, understanding and 

declaration of compliance/ intent to comply with relevant safety and security regulations and 

standards.  Please note that this requirement applies to the HRS and FCEVs. 

71 03/10/2017 04/10/2017 

It states in the application form that 

‘planning’ needs to be in place in 2017. 

Could you confirm what is meant by that if 

it is true? Is this a hard deadline if it is 

correct?  

In Section 2.6 of the application form, the second question asks ‘What is the current status of the 

project, and where would DfT funding be supportive? ‘ the guidance on how to answer this question 

states ‘OLEV is looking for evidence that once the grant is approved everything is ready for the project to 

proceed. Give details of progress to date, rather than actions that still need to be completed. In 

particular if planning permission has not been approved, please provide a clear and realistic plan to 

secure planning permission by the end of 2017 to demonstrate that the station will be in operation by 
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the end of 2019.’ This is not considered to be a ‘hard’ deadline but you would be expected to 

demonstrate that the station will still be in operation by the end of 2019. 

70 03/10/2017 04/10/2017 

The offer leter states that all costs need to 

be incurred by March 18. Is this really 

correct as the operational deadline is 

March 2019?   

The date is incorrect – the Example Grant Offer Letter should indicate March 2019 as the end-date. 

69 03/10/2017 04/10/2017 

The offer letter states that if anything costs 

more than £5k then we have to tender for 

it. We intend having a station manufacturer 

and vehicles in a bid from OEM 

manufacturers who will be partners to the 

project. We are assuming we would not 

have to tender their products. Could you 

confirm this please?   

The station manufacturer would be classed as a partner so therefore this would not be necessary in this 

instance. 

68 02/10/2017 04/10/2017 

Could you make any 

suggestions/recommendations/connections 

with potential buyers of bulk hydrogen.  

We would be interested in setting the 

groundwork for a trade partnership out in 

advance of our bid application. 

 

Unfortunately we cannot make any specific suggestions/recommendations or advise of connections.  A 

networking list of names of people who have registered interest in the HTP Scheme is published on the 

website and this may be of some use in finding potential buyers of bulk hydrogen. 

67 29/09/2017 04/10/2017 

Please can you publish on the website the 

forms you wish us to use with the 

applications or point me in the right 

direction as to where to find them. 

The only additional temaplate to be provided is for Appendix 3, Cash Flow.  We are currently in the 

process of having this published to the website.  We will notify all stakeholders who have registered an 

interest in the scheme once this has been completed. 
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66 28/09/2017 04/10/2017 

I would like to enquire if there is an overall 

cap on the amount of grant any one bid can 

receive? 

 

We've assumed this is notionally £1.3 

million (£9 million divided by 7 HRSs sought 

to be funded).  Although clarity on this 

point would help. 

 

I've reviewed the guidance material at 

length and a figure isn't quoted in an 

obviously location. 

We can confirm that there is no overall cap on the amount of grant any one bid can receive.  Applicants 

may apply for more than the notional £9 million / 7 HRS & associated fleets as you have calculated but 

all bids will be expected to provide strong justification for the grant amount that has been applied for.  

Assessing all eligible applications as a portfolio to ensure the best value for money for the taxpayer 

might require consideration of a wide variety of grant amounts. 

65 22/09/2017 28/09/2017 

In relation to leasing FCEV’s, could the lease 

cost per vehicle be paid as an upfront 

(capital) cost using OLEV funding or would 

this have to be an on-going revenue cost 

that would not be eligible to OLEV after the 

end of the OLEV project (in this case March 

2019) – ie any lease costs for H2 vehicles 

applicable after the end of the OLEV 

funding of March 2019 would not be 

eligible. If so is only the out-right purchase 

of FCEVs to be considered by OLEV? 

The HTP guidance document includes the cost of leasing FCEV’s within eligible costs for the project; 

Vehicle procurement cost whether via outright purchase, leasing, rental or adoption costs of vehicles 

comprising the captive FCEV fleet…Where the decision has been made not to procure FCEV’s outright, 

the eligible costs included are those incurred during the project lifetime. 

64 21/09/2017 28/09/2017 

Follow-up question from FAQ ID 19, 20 and 

22: 

If the consortium has a funding stream for 

the hydrogen refuelling stations, could it 

apply exclusively for vehicles through 

OLEV’s HTP rather than trying to match 

both funding streams? The match funding 

requested by the HTP would be guaranteed 

as per the guidelines from cash resources 

The Hydrogen Transport Programme has been designed to support projects that couple an HRS with an 

associated fleet.  As discussed in FAQ ID 20, The project, overall is capped at 50:50 matched capital 

grant funding. However, the distribution of those funds between the HRS element and vehicle fleet 

element can be flexible though applicants will need to demonstrate that such an approach is helping to 

satisfy the objectives of the programme.   



Last updated: 12/10/17 

5 
 

FAQ 

ID 

Date 

submitted 

FAQ 

Update 
Question Response 

without any dependency to the other 

funding. The consortium will commit to 

ensure the fleet can access and refuel at 

the HRS as requested by HTP and achieving 

both of its objectives. The benefits of doing 

it this way would be to: 

 

• Simplify the application process by 

keeping each funding separate and 

managing their rules accordingly 

• Simplifying the match funding 

requirement  

• Substantially bringing additional funding 

for the same objectives and increasing the 

fleet demand 

63 21/09/2017 28/09/2017 

Follow-up question from FAQ ID 17: 

This is also related to FAQ ID 13 and its 

follow up question. We understand mobile 

refuelling stations are eligible. The available 

mobile systems are trailer mounted and 

require truck or ship transportation; will 

these mobile refuelling stations be eligible? 

Will the transport system be eligible? 

A mobile station is considered by OLEV to be any station that is designed to provide a mobile refuelling 

solution. Any station that would incur significant relocation costs or take significant time to relocate 

would not be classified as mobile.  The value of a fully mobile HRS lies in its potential for rapid and low-

cost relocation to a site where hydrogen is in demand, and so HRS which require costly and time-

consuming redeployment procedures will be considered as fixed for the purposes of the evaluation. 

Applicants must provide the justification for the use of a mobile station, where applicable – and the 

modes of transport utilised to ensure the HRS can meet the point of demand.  In addition applicants 

must show they have considered that transportation of the mobile refueller is able to meet 

requirements of relevant road safety legislation such as the ADR (The Carriage of Dangerous Goods by 

Road) Regulations. With regard to eligible costs – all equipment that is integral to the operation of the 

HRS will be considered and the applicant must provide a justification and demonstrate that the chosen 

mode demonstrates value for money and that the project can commit to capturing the required data 

from an associated fleet. 
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62 21/09/2017 28/09/2017 

Follow-up question from FAQ ID 13: 

From this FAQ we understood that capital 

investment to enable the distribution of 

hydrogen would be eligible. But during the 

webinar, one of the facilitators indicated 

that trailer tubes would not be eligible and 

that you expected the power or chemical 

generation source required to produce the 

hydrogen to be on-site at the HRS. Can you 

please clarify; we understood the idea was 

to use green hydrogen, preferably 

generated from existing renewable energy 

sources. This would require decoupling the 

location of the renewable energy source 

and the electrolysis system with the gas 

dispenser, hence requiring distribution of 

hydrogen.  

There is no stipulation that the power or chemical generation source required to produce the hydrogen 

must be on-site at the HRS.  The cost of equipment for the on-site production of hydrogen would be an 

eligible part of the CAPEX.  The eligibility criteria states; The equipment eligible for grant is any piece of 

hardware that is intended to be part of the HRS through its expected lifetime, e.g. storage tanks, 

compression equipment and dispensers.  

 

Off-site equipment that is integral to the operation of the HRS will be considered – applicants must be 

able to provide strong evidence and justification that the off-site equipment is necessary for the HRS.  

Tube trailers would not be included in the eligible costs, just as the tube trailers would not be eligible if 

the hydrogen were bought from an industrial gas supplier.  This does not mean that tube trailers cannot 

be used to transport the hydrogen from the point of production to the point of sale, however vehicle 

running and/or maintenance costs would not be included in the eligible capital costs of the project as 

they represent an operational rather than a capital cost.  The equipment eligible for grant is any piece 

of hardware that is intended to be part of the HRS through its expected lifetime, e.g. storage tanks, 

compression equipment and dispensers and equipment that is integral to the operation of the HRS will 

be considered.   

61 20/09/2017  26/09/17 

Would be interested in guidance on what 

other sources / types of match funding (ie 

regional) may be suitable or available (also 

what funding is not suitable) in support of 

HTP project proposals. 

It is acceptable for applicants to seek and use match funding from other grant sources in their proposal. 

Grant sources can be found online - however please refer to the answer to FAQ ID 31. 

 

There is a centralised list of funding sources on the .GOV website at 

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/innovation-funding-for-low-carbon-technologies-opportunities-for-

bidders  - however, this list is not maintained by the scheme partners, may not  be fully current and 

does not give a comprehensive list of schemes.  

60 20/09/2017  26/09/17 
Are extensions to existing HRS stations 

eligible? 

Extensions to existing HRS are eligible for the scheme – providing all requirements and criteria for the 

scheme can be met.  

59 20/09/2017  26/09/17 

Will cities that have an existing hydrogen 

refuelling station be favoured or not 

favoured for the bids? 

At this stage, we cannot speculate about the nature or geographical spread of projects that will make a 

bid for HTP grant-funding.  Applicants will be expected to articulate the case for all projects, whether 

located near to an existing HRS or in a location without refuelling infrastructure and demonstrate that 

the project will contribute to the growth of the UK hydrogen refuelling network.   

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/innovation-funding-for-low-carbon-technologies-opportunities-for-bidders
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/innovation-funding-for-low-carbon-technologies-opportunities-for-bidders
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58 20/09/2017  26/09/17 

Will it only be FCEV vehicles that are valid 

or will retrofit hydrogen vehicles also be 

possible? 

All FCEVs will in principle be considered, whether bespoke or with fuel cells added to existing battery 

vehicles, though they must meet all existing vehicle standards. No ICE hydrogen vehicles will be eligible 

for funding, whether bespoke or retrofitted, though they can of course use the stations if appropriate. 

The aim of the scheme is specifically to support the roll-out and increased utilisation of fuel cell 

vehicles. 

57 20/09/2017  26/09/17 
Has ULEMCo., sufficient capacity to meet 

potential hydrogen retrofitting demand? 
OLEV is unable to comment on the activities of private enterprise. 

56 20/09/2017  26/09/17 

Can funding be passed to local private 

filling stations or will this be mainly public 

sector led? 

Any organisation – public or private can apply for HTP funding – provided the proposed project meets 

with requirements and eligibility criteria. 

55 20/09/2017  26/09/17 
How advanced in this technology can we 

be? 
Both HRS and vehicles should be at TRL level 7 or above. 

54 20/09/2017  26/09/17 

Is there a deadline date for Stage 2 

applications? Will those interested in Stage 

2 need to be active in Stage 1? 

  

And 

  

Have the deadlines for the Stage 2 process 

been established?  

Indicative dates for Stage Two of the HTP are;  

Application window for Stage Two bids opens in late-summer 2018 

Application deadline during December 2018 

Announcements are expected to be made in late-January, 2019. 

  

It is not required that applicants to Stage Two have been active during Stage One. 

53 20/09/2017  26/09/17 

Eligibility includes a requirement to provide 

access "to all FC vehicles".  Does this 

exclude bi-fuel ICE vehicles?  Please define 

what is meant by vehicles [e.g. does the 

HRS have to be accessible by buses]? 

Our requirement that HRS “must be accessible to all hydrogen fuel cell vehicles” was intended to 

include cars and other light duty vehicles, and to make clear that HRS to be used for single company 

fleets only would not be eligible for funding under this scheme. We do not require that all HRS must be 

accessible to fuel cell buses, nor heavy duty vehicles, although bidders are of course welcome to make 

their HRS accessible to additional types of vehicles, including ICE vehicles, as they see fit and to develop 

their business case. Note that ICE vehicles are not eligible for funding. 
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52 20/09/2017  26/09/17 

I am concerned that we won’t be able to 

adequately make our case in the word 

limits given in the Application Form – do we 

need to stick within the word limit? For 

example, the risk section doesn’t provide 

enough room to cover all elements. 

There are opportunities to provide detailed information in the form of appendices – Page 21 of the 

Application form states; 

  

Please ensure all appendices are provided as supporting information.  Ricardo Energy & Environment 

templates must be used (where provided) and if any additional appendices are being provided this must 

be listed below. 

51 20/09/2017  26/09/17 

Q2.5 states; Confirm the carbon footprint 

of the hydrogen.  What level of detail do 

you require? The footprint for the trucks 

that transport the hydrogen? the footprint 

for the people that will drive to service the 

equipment? the travelling footprint for the 

staff that may need to work at the site? the 

footprint to make the equipment? the 

footprint to dispose of the 

equipment?  Please clarify. 

A full LCA is not required, but the primary energy source, transmission and conversion efficiencies etc 

should be included. Diesel fuel for delivery trucks would be part of the chain; the manufacturing of the 

truck would not. The carbon footprint should be estimated at the point of dispensing, taking into 

consideration the whole production chain (well-to-tank). Similarly, cost analysis should also be based on 

the dispensed cost, with suitable assumptions about utilisation of equipment. 

50 20/09/2017  26/09/17 

We are interested in infrastructure support 

to produce hydrogen from renewable 

energy via an electrolyser.  The hydrogen 

would then be transported to filling 

stations/end users. 

  

And 

  

If the hydrogen is produced away from the 

station can the capital cost of the 

electrolysers and tube trailers be covered 

by the grant? 

The cost of equipment for the on-site production of hydrogen would an eligible part of the CAPEX.  The 

eligibility criteria states;  

  

The equipment eligible for grant is any piece of hardware that is intended to be part of the HRS through 

its expected lifetime, e.g. storage tanks, compression equipment and dispensers.  

 

Off-site equipment that is integral to the operation of the HRS will be considered – applicants must be 

able to provide strong evidence and justification that the off-site equipment is necessary for the HRS.  

Tube trailers would not be included in the eligible costs, just as the tube trailers would not be eligible if 

the hydrogen were bought from an industrial gas supplier.  
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49 20/09/2017  26/09/17 

Can other funding from OLEV be used 

alongside the HTP scheme funding to 

support the vehicle aspects? E.g. can plug in 

car or plug in van grants be used alongside 

this scheme to either reduce costs to users 

or reduce the grant intervention rate? 

There is no clause within the HTP scheme that would prevent any organisation purchasing eligible 

vehicles using the plug-in grant scheme.  Applicants are required to determine whether there are any 

restrictions imposed by any other scheme if utilised in conjunction with HTP grant monies. 

48 20/09/2017  26/09/17 

With respect to the question about 

eligibility of tube trailers...please could you 

clarify how you would expect the hydrogen 

to be moved if the H2 is not being 

generated on site without the use of some 

form of mode of transport between the 

two?  

We are not saying that tube trailers cannot be used to transport the hydrogen from the point of 

production to the point of sale, however vehicle running and/or maintenance costs would not be 

included in the eligible capital costs of the project as they represent an operational rather than a capital 

cost.   

 

The equipment eligible for grant is any piece of hardware that is intended to be part of the HRS through 

its expected lifetime, e.g. storage tanks, compression equipment and dispensers.  Equipment that is 

integral to the operation of the HRS will be considered – applicants must be able to provide strong 

evidence and justification that the off-site equipment is necessary for the HRS.   

47 20/09/2017  26/09/17 

Are only electrolysers linked hydrogen 

generation stations eligible? what about 

accessing bi-product hydrogen?  

Hydrogen produced by any means is eligible. While the CO2 footprint of the hydrogen is relevant, no 

penalty is applied in the scoring for non-renewable hydrogen. Only eligible costs will be covered, 

whatever the productions method. 

46 20/09/2017  26/09/17 

Would the HTP be suitable for wind to gas 

remote electrolyser supply of H2 to an 

expanding city H2 bus refueller? Would 

LOHC technology capex also be eligible? 

Provided that the proposed scheme meets the criteria, including 700bar refuelling and accessibility to 

cars and other LDVs as well as buses, then it would be considered. Remote equipment must be clearly 

justified (see FAQ ID 48). The stationary LOHC technology capex would need to be justified very clearly, 

but the transportation equipment (trucks) would not be eligible for the same reasons as tube trailers 

(see FAQ ID 48) 

45 20/09/2017  26/09/17 
Is there any issue with HTP support and the 

RTFO support for green hydrogen? 

This should not be an issue as we are not prioritising one form of hydrogen production over another. 

The RTFO consultation was published recently and proposes giving credits to hydrogen produced via 

renewable sources: 

P88+ 

https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/644843/renewable-

transport-fuel-obligations-order-government-response-to-consultations-on-amendments.pdf   

https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/644843/renewable-transport-fuel-obligations-order-government-response-to-consultations-on-amendments.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/644843/renewable-transport-fuel-obligations-order-government-response-to-consultations-on-amendments.pdf
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44 20/09/2017  26/09/17 

As one of the largest UK fleets, with a 

national UK reach, how can we ensure 

benefit for our fleet? Is this funding geared 

to deploying & running a HRS rather than 

grant funding for HRS users i.e. for vehicle 

support 

The Hydrogen Transport Programme has been designed with the objectives of increasing the number of 

publicly accessible hydrogen refuelling stations and to increase the number of fuel cell-powered electric 

vehicles on UK roads.   

 

Therefore, it is expected that all bids will include some sort of partnership or accord with hydrogen 

vehicle fleet owners and will be required to record and report fleet data (see FAQID 28 for details) as 

part of the agreement. 

43 20/09/2017  26/09/17 

Is there a separate programme for HRS 

constructor partners or any way in which 

constructors can contact those wishing to 

build HRS's? 

There is no separate programme for HRS constructor partners.   

 

Contact details for all stakeholders who agreed to have their contact details shared (when registering 

via the HTP Grants web page) have been circulated to webinar attendees. 

42 20/09/2017  26/09/17 
Are there preferred strategic geographical 

objectives / preferences? 

Geographical preferences have not been pre-set and the mix of locations and projects will be assessed 

once the whole portfolio of projects is known to ensure funding is utilised in the most beneficial way.  

This will also depend on the nature of applications received. 

41 20/09/2017  26/09/17 
Do you expect an indicative number of 

vehicles per HRT? 

The number of vehicles per HRS would depend on a number of factors – such as location, relationships 

with owners of FCEV fleets and the number of vehicles associated with the project. 

40 20/09/2017  26/09/17 

Please could you clarify the implementation 

date of March 18. Could be difficult due to 

order times. 

Projects must be operational by March 2019 and the work plan and risk assessment should 

demonstrate that timelines have been taken into account. 

39 20/09/2017  26/09/17 
Hi, Happy to have my details circulated but 

unsure how. 

A list of attendees for the webinar will be circulated to all participants who are happy for their details to 

be shared.  Any stakeholders who wish to have their contact details published on the web-page should 

contact us directly via htpgrants@ricardo.com - we will start and publish a list of stakeholders who are 

looking to find partners if demand is sufficient.  

38 20/09/2017  26/09/17 

We are not quite ready for a stage 1 

application.  Will this affect our chances in a 

stage 2 application/ 

No - Stage 1 and Stage 2 are separate. 

37 20/09/2017  26/09/17 
Will stations have to provide both 350bar 

and 700bar? 

700 bar is required, 350 bar may be implemented as an additional option but would require justification 

within the bid. 
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36 20/09/2017  26/09/17 
Can the funding be used to match 

previously acquired EU funding? 

Alternative sources of funding can be used – however, if other, secured EU funding is being utilised, 

successful bidders must satisfy themselves that their use of the awarded funds does not itself engage 

state aid or, where it does, ensure that the state aid rules are fully complied with. 

35 12/09/17 26/09/17 

Can we use the costs of Civils works that 

will have to be carried out at an existing 

station as part of our match funding? 

Buildings and building work are not eligible except in the following cases:  

• Steelwork when it is an integral part of the equipment support structure or demonstrably 

improving the customer experience (e.g. adding a canopy);  

• Excavations for fuel storage;  

• Foundations and mounting pads for equipment:  

• Work undertaken to comply with safety or other essential regulations 

34 08/09/2017 13/09/17 Is there a deadline for questions? 

There is no deadline date for questions - however it is recommended that all queries be submitted well 

before the Stage One deadline date of 16th October 2017.  All queries will be published in the updated 

FAQ’s document.  
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33 08/09/2017 13/09/17 

Do you require all vehicle users to be 

identified as formal project partners? Can 

you be quite specific in your answer, for 

example, would letters of support provided 

to an OEM (who would be a partner) be 

sufficient? If there is a leasing company as 

the grant recipient + letters of support from 

their customers, is this OK?  

Please see the response to FAQ ID 30.  In addition, provided fleet owners/ users have agreed to gather 

and share metrics for the vehicle fleet, the proposal would remain strong.  The required metrics would 

include key data such as; 

 

- how many km will each vehicle travel per annum, 

- what problems might they need to overcome, 

- how much fuel will be used on a weekly basis,  

- how often will the vehicles need to be refuelled and with how much fuel, 

- whether the vehicles will come in singly at random times or will all be refuelled overnight, 

- any other information that helps to demonstrate the viability of the project and support for 

programme objectives. 

 

A strong proposal would clearly demonstrate evidence that vehicle manufacturers of FCEVs can deliver 

within the proposed timescales and suitability of the size and capacity of HRS in relation to the vehicle 

fleet. 
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32 08/09/2017 13/09/17 

In a large project with a number of stations 

and a number of vehicle partner in a single 

bids, the project will be quite complex 

(perhaps >10 partners) and coordination 

will be an issue. The documentation implies 

that funds and management of the project 

must be carried out through a single entity 

who is identified in the bid, is this correct 

for a multi-station, multi vehicle bid? If so, 

the project management of the project 

itself (as opposed to the management of 

the on-site delivery of individual aspects) 

becomes a task in itself. Can we ask a) is 

the cost for this management considered 

eligible, and b) could this coordination be 

carried out by an expert in coordinating 

projects of this type, or does it have to be 

one of the main delivery partners? If it has 

to be through one of the delivery 

companies, can they sub-contract the 

coordination services to a coordination 

expert? 

OLEV has no preference for the project lead. The HTP Monitoring Officer (MO) will generally liaise with 

the lead partner and any reporting and/or monitoring requirements should be co-ordinated, collated 

and submitted by the project lead. 

Project management can be carried out by any entity that is expert in this process - the application form 

requests evidence from all partners that can demonstrate; “...experience you have of similar projects or 

activities that would support a decision to award a grant.  This could be project management of similar 

projects or other renewable energy activities that would increase the public profile of the project.” 

Page 12 of the guidance states that eligible costs include; 

• Own labour costs, including agreed overheads, but not profit, for construction, commissioning, and 

project management. These costs must directly relate to the design, construction, commissioning and 

evaluation of the equipment contained in the project and be auditable as such,  

• In this context “own costs” include applicant’s own costs, eligible costs incurred by consortium 

members, and eligible costs incurred by companies connected to any of these. 
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31 12/09/2017 13/09/17 

Is it acceptable for applicants to seek and 

use match funding from other grant 

sources in their proposal? 

It is acceptable for applicants to seek and use match funding from other grant sources in their 

proposal. 

Section 2.4 of the Application form provides details of how applicants can provide evidence; 

Applicants will need to provide strong evidence of support from all the project’s financiers, whether that 

be banks, investors or internal fund support or grants that have been applied for or awarded. If other 

grants (e.g. EU monies) have been requested, please explain in detail the percentage funding requested 

from each granting authority and the source of the matching funding, in addition to measures in place 

should other grant applications be unsuccessful. 

The key is that for any application to have a strong case, there must be evidence of other measures in 

place, should the alternative source of funding be unsuccessful. 
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30 12/09/2017 13/09/17 

Is there a minimum requirement or 

expectation of the amount of H2 vehicles to 

be obtained through the OLEV funding for a 

single site i.e. – for each HRS established, 

how many H2 vehicles are expected to be 

purchased or leased? 

The fleet is not required to be a captive fleet; the fleet can be ‘tethered’ by demonstrating that there 

are agreements with other owners/ users of FCEV’s that they can (and will) utilise the refuelling station 

and will provide metrics which will be shared as part of the HTP programme.  The proposal must 

provide details of how vehicle metrics will be monitored, collected and reported by project partners for 

the purposes of scheme reporting and publicity.  Please also note that the HRS must be accessible to all 

hydrogen fuel cell vehicles (see Section 2.1 of the application form). 

In addition, Section 2.2 looks at the broader impacts of HTP projects on the network as a whole and 

states; Describe the fit and rationale for the geographic location(s) and how they link to the captive 

fleets and existing network as well as to a broader anticipated roll-out of FCEVs. Explain how this will 

benefit the development of the refuelling network overall. 

This is to demonstrate that any HTP funded project will strengthen the existing network (and benefit 

existing and potential FCEV fleets). 

29 12/09/2017 13/09/17 

Is there any flexibility to the March 2019 

end-date? If we commissioned a fixed HRS 

but through circumstances beyond our 

control it was not installed by March 2019 – 

what would happen? 

Provided an application acknowledges any potential restrictions on the timeline and provides a detailed 

account of the measures put in place to mitigate risk of slippage to the schedule (measures that are 

both preliminary and proposed), the application will be considered. 
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28 05/09/2017 13/09/17 

Is our project still eligible if none of the 

consortium members own or lease a 

captive fleet? 

There is flexibility with regard to how closely a fleet is tethered to the project HRS as long as the project 

application can demonstrate that there will be suitable guaranteed usage and hydrogen throughput of 

the HRS. 

In addition, it is essential that any project application can commit to programme requirements, which 

include monitoring; a commitment to measuring and sharing key data such as metrics on captive fleets, 

for each vehicle: 

• how many km will each vehicle travel per annum, 

• what problems might they need to overcome, 

• how much fuel will be used on a weekly basis, 

• how often will the vehicles need to be refuelled and with how much fuel, 

• whether the vehicles will come in singly at random times or will all be refuelled overnight, 

• Any other information that helps to demonstrate the viability of the project and support for 

programme objectives. 

Applications must also demonstrate suitability of the size and capacity of HRS in relation to the vehicle 

fleet, and where appropriate, evidence that vehicle manufacturers of FCEVs can deliver within the 

proposed timescales.  Therefore, fleets may be ‘associated’ with the project, rather than traditionally 

defined ‘captive’ fleets, but there must be demonstrable commitment to provide the metrics 

mentioned, above. 

Please see the guidance document for a full list of programme requirements.  
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27 31/08/2017 13/09/17 

We would like to submit an application to 

HTP to support the development of 

hydrogen transport infrastructure in the 

city.  

We have had meetings with the Scottish 

Government and are also considering 

applying for an LCTT grant to match fund 

this. The deadline for the LCTT fund is 

December 20th, grant offers expected to be 

made April 2018 and projects to be 

complete by December 2019. 

Could we include these funds as match 

funds in our HTP application, given that we 

would not be in a position to confirm this 

match funding until April 2018? 

Applicants will need to provide strong evidence of support from all the project’s financiers, whether 

that be banks, investors or internal fund support or grants that have been applied for or awarded. If 

other grants (e.g. EU monies) have been requested, please explain in detail the percentage funding 

requested from each granting authority and the source of the matching funding, in addition to 

measures in place should other grant applications be unsuccessful. 

Please note that a strong proposal must demonstrate that alternative measures are in place to ensure 

the success of the proposed project should another application for grant funding be unsuccessful. 

26 31/08/2017 13/09/17 

Could you send details of the  

• Grant application criteria  

• methodology to build the Grant 

Application 

• finding partners for the Grant 

application 

• detailed description of Grant 

conditions and schedule 

Please read over the guidance document and application form available online at 

https://ee.ricardo.com/htpgrants and let us know if you require any clarification - or have further 

questions.  

https://emea01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fee.ricardo.com%2Fhtpgrants&data=02%7C01%7CFiona.Twisse%40ricardo.com%7C2c3e7305614e4fe3cda708d4fa9b039f%7C0b6675bca0cc4acf954f092a57ea13ea%7C0%7C0%7C636408991078220953&sdata=esjF8IC%2FIlX3fstOQU3RiSF2EyH%2BISJTcuiyRmEi%2FSM%3D&reserved=0
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25 29/08/2017 30/08/2017 

If a project was reliant on local match 

funding that had been bid for but not yet 

secured, would this make the project 

ineligible for funding under this scheme? 

See the response to FAQ ID 19: 

Applicants will need to provide strong evidence of support from all the project’s financiers, whether that 

be banks, investors or internal fund support or grants that have been applied for or awarded. If other 

grants (e.g. EU monies) have been requested, please explain in detail the percentage funding requested 

from each granting authority and the source of the matching funding, in addition to measures in place 

should other grant applications be unsuccessful. 

24 29/08/2017 30/08/2017 

If OLEV receive fewer applications would 

they be open to a higher than 50:50 

intervention rate on the stations? 

As the programme is providing match funding an application seeking higher intervention rates must 

clearly demonstrate how it is delivering value for money.   

23 29/08/2017 30/08/2017 

The grant document stated that stations 

must have a minimum capacity of 80kg per 

day, is there any flexibility in this figure?  

Stations must have a daily refuelling capacity of no less than 80kg/day, though a higher capacity of up to 

200 kg/day is preferred. 

22 29/08/2017 30/08/2017 
Will standalone applications for vehicles be 

considered?  

Applications must meet the two main objectives of the scheme; 

1) to increase the number of publicly accessible hydrogen refuelling stations, and  

2) increase the number of fuel cell-powered electric vehicles on UK roads. 

Organisations may choose to work in partnership with other businesses or consortia to meet both main 

objectives.  
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21 29/08/2017 30/08/2017 

In addition, in terms of eligibility of costs 

associated with the HRS please can you 

confirm whether the following costs may 

be eligible:  

• grid connection/grid upgrade 

requirements;  

• installation of renewable 

technologies to support energy 

requirements of an HRS (e.g. solar, 

wind, biogas engines); 

• personnel costs for managing the 

project.  

Pages 11 & 12 of the HTP Guidance document detail the eligible costs that are included in the scheme - 

please note that only costs incurred after the date of the acceptance of the final offer of a grant are 

eligible. This includes; 

Own labour costs, including agreed overheads, but not profit, for construction, commissioning, and 

project management. These costs must directly relate to the design, construction, commissioning and 

evaluation of the equipment contained in the project and be auditable as such. 

Section 2.5 of the Application form gives the bidder the chance to demonstrate the carbon footprint of 

the hydrogen being supplied and the potential for lowering it... therefore the initial installation of 

renewable technologies to support energy requirements of a HRS may be eligible - and assessed on a 

case-by-case basis.  
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20 29/08/2017 30/08/2017 

The guidance material highlights that 50% 

grant is available to meet the costs of a 

hydrogen refuelling station(s) (HRS) plus 

captive fleets.  Would it be possible for an 

application to be put together where the 

grant proportion requested for the captive 

fleet element exceeds the 50% level; offset 

by a reduction in the grant intensity 

requested for the HRS element?  I’ve tried 

to illustrate this with the following 

example: 

HRS cost - £2M 

Captive fleet cost - £0.5M 

Total project cost - £2.5M 

 

OLEV grant for HRS - £0.6M (30% OLEV 

grant rate)  

OLEV grant for captive fleet - £0.5M (100% 

OLEV grant rate) 

Total OLEV grant - £1.1M (44% of overall 

project cost) 

The project, overall is capped at 50:50 matched capital grant funding.  However, the distribution of 

those funds between the HRS element and vehicle fleet element can be flexible and will need to be 

justified by bidders within the application. 
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19 29/08/2017 30/08/2017 

Is it acceptable at the application stage of 

the Hydrogen for Transport Programme for 

applicants to provide evidence of where the 

match funding is being sought from? 

It is acceptable for applicants to provide evidence of where the match funding is being sought during 

their application, Section 2.4 of the Application form provides details of how applicants can provide 

evidence; 

Applicants will need to provide strong evidence of support from all the project’s financiers, whether that 

be banks, investors or internal fund support or grants that have been applied for or awarded. If other 

grants (e.g. EU monies) have been requested, please explain in detail the percentage funding requested 

from each granting authority and the source of the matching funding, in addition to measures in place 

should other grant applications be unsuccessful. 

18 29/08/2017 30/08/2017 

Can the design of the refuelling 

system/station include charging EV using 

hydrogen?  Would this design be eligible for 

the programme? If not, can we carry on 

with the design and use HTP to fund the 

hydrogen element? 

The main programme objectives are to increase the number of publicly accessible hydrogen refuelling 

stations and increase the number of fuel cell-powered electric vehicles on UK roads.  Therefore, a 

project that did not include an HRS and only charged full-electric vehicles, with no hydrogen supplied to 

FCEVs would not meet the objectives of this scheme. 

17 25/08/2017 30/08/2017 
Are there any restrictions on where mobile 

stations can be sited? 

A mobile station is any station that is designed to provide a mobile refuelling solution. Any station that 

would incur significant relocation costs or take significant time to relocate would not be classified as 

mobile. 

In section 2.2 of the Application form, we ask bidders to describe the fit and rationale for the 

geographic location of their HRS. Any supporting evidence should be attached to the bid.  

16 25/08/2017 30/08/2017 Have you got a list of the vehicles available? 
There is no list of the vehicles available, applicants should demonstrate that their grant application 

includes both HRS and vehicle fleet - whether the vehicle fleet is purchased, leased or adopted. 
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15 25/08/2017 30/08/2017 Will hybrid hydrogens be allowed?   
The captive fleet should be comprised of Fuel Cell-powered Electric Vehicles, which may be fuel cell-

battery hybrids. 

14 25/08/2017 30/08/2017 
Hydrogen vehicles – will retrofits be 

included in the funding? 
Retrofits or conversions will not be eligible for the funding. 

13 24/08/2017 30/08/2017 

Would the HTP consider funding the 

upgrading of an existing HRS while 

facilitating a supply of renewable hydrogen 

to the site? Case example: 

increase/upgrade the capacity of an 

existing HRS including funding for 

transporting/distributing green hydrogen to 

the refuelling site 

Upgrades to existing HRS are eligible – as are proposals that aid in the improvement of supply and 

demand for hydrogen refuelling.  Please note that, to be eligible, all proposals must demonstrate 

sufficient captive fleet use of any proposed new HRSs or upgrades to HRS. 

12 23/08/2017 30/08/2017 
Do applicants need to deploy refuelling 

stations as well as vehicles? 

It is anticipated that project applications will involve consortia that bring together organisations that 

will lead to the development of additional HRSs – but also demonstrate a good balance between 

hydrogen supply (via the HRS) and demand (from fleet vehicles associated with the project).  As part of 

the eligibility criteria, project applications must demonstrate that large captive fleets can be 

accommodated, by considering the number of vehicles and their anticipated refuelling requirements 

with the station capacity and throughput.  In addition, any project application must also make a 

commitment to measuring and sharing key data such as metrics on captive fleets, for each vehicle. 
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11 23/08/2017 30/08/2017 

Is the first stage of the competition purely 

aimed at firms setting up hydrogen 

refuelling stations and only the second 

stage will include funding for fleets?  

Both stages of the competition will fund both HRS and captive fleets; Stage 1 will commit up to £9m to 

50:50 match fund around seven HRSs to be completed in 2018/19, plus captive fleets and Stage 2 will 

commit up to £14m to fund up to ten HRSs plus captive fleets.  The programme has been designed to 

increase the number of publicly accessible HRSs alongside increasing utilisation of those stations by 

increasing the number of fuel cell-powered electric vehicles on the road.  

10 23/08/2017 30/08/2017 Is Ricardo running this scheme? 

Ricardo Energy & Environment have been appointed to manage the Hydrogen Transport Programme on 

behalf of OLEV.  As such, we (alongside our delivery partners E4tech) have been commissioned to 

manage the scheme launch, disseminate information, collate applications and make an initial 

assessment (before making recommendations to an expert technical panel).  Once projects have 

launched, we (and E4tech) will continue to work with projects to assist with reporting, monitoring 

progress and acting as first point of contact between the project team and OLEV. 

9 23/08/2017 30/08/2017 
Is Ricardo to provide the funding that will 

be 50% matched by OLEV? 

We at Ricardo Energy & Environment do not fund the projects in any way – this is a 50:50 matched 

funding capital grants scheme; therefore, bidders are expected to be able to demonstrate that they can 

match the funding amount they have requested from the government.  This can be achieved by using 

the entities’ own resources, equity investment, bank financing and/or other grant sources. 

Evidence for other sources of funding is required at the application stage (see Section 3.5 of the 

application form available through the website). 

8 23/08/2017 30/08/2017 
Are there any plans for future funding calls 

that would include marine vessels? 

Unfortunately, we are unable to confirm whether there are any plans for future funding calls that would 

include marine vessels. Methods to assist all transport modes to decarbonise are constantly under 

review. 

7 23/08/2017 30/08/2017 

Can a project use a loan to match fund the 

project and repay the loan with the 

revenue generated? 

A project can use a loan to match fund the project and repay the loan with the revenue generated 

provided this loan is confirmed and evidence to support this can be provided as part of the application. 
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6 23/08/2017 30/08/2017 

The guidance indicates operational costs 

are not covered, can these be covered by 

the revenue generated? 

Operational costs can be financed by revenue generated by a proposed project. 

5 23/08/2017 30/08/2017 Can a proposed project generate profit?  An eligible proposed project/ investment can generate profit from the project. 

4 23/08/2017 30/08/2017 
Can a proposed project/investment 

generate revenues i.e. sell the hydrogen?  
An eligible proposed project/ investment can generate revenue from the project. 

3 23/08/2017 30/08/2017 
Will there be enough refilling sites 

throughout the country? 

One of the secondary objectives of the HTP is to increase the density of Hydrogen refuelling Stations 

and to enable future expansion of both network and individual stations, by judicious placement of 

stations.  The location and number of refuelling stations will be highly dependent on the projects that 

apply, and are eligible for funding as part of this scheme.  It is up to bidders to present their case for 

funding, including location of site and the contribution it will make to the HRS network. 

2 18/08/2017 30/08/2017 

Does this programme strictly apply to road 

vehicles or does it also cover funding for 

hydrogen fuelled marine vessels (for 

example; ferries)? 

Whilst DfT recognise that the shipping sector faces decarbonisation challenges, the focus of this 

competition is to increase the number of hydrogen refuelling stations and fuel cell vehicles FCEVs in the 

UK.  Therefore, for the purposes of the HTP, marine vessels will not be eligible for funding.   

1 17/08/2017 30/08/2017 
Will OLEV consider higher funding rates for 

smaller capacity HRS? 

OLEV are unable to consider funding rates higher than 50:50 match funding for any application to this 

scheme. 

 


